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Abstract— Saliency detection is a fundamental and challenging
task in computer vision, which aims at distinguishing the most
conspicuous objects or regions in an image. Existing deep-
learning methods mainly rely on the entire image to learn
the global context information for saliency detection, which
loses the spatial relation and results in ambiguity in predicting
saliency maps. In this paper, we propose a novel deep sub-
region network (DSR-Net) equipped with a sequence of sub-
region dilated blocks (SRDB) by aggregating multi-scale salient
context information of multiple sub-regions, such that the global
context information from the whole image and local contexts from
sub-regions are fused together, making the saliency prediction
more accurate. Our SRDB separates the input feature map at
different layers of a convolutional neural network (CNN) into
different sub-regions and then designs a parallel ASPP module
to refine feature maps at each sub-region. Experiments on the five
widely-used saliency benchmark datasets demonstrate that our
network outperforms recent state-of-the-art saliency detectors
quantitatively and qualitatively on all the benchmarks.

Index Terms— Saliency detection, deep subregion learning,
region dilated blocks, parallel atrous spatial pyramid pooling
(ASPP) modules.

I. INTRODUCTION

SALIENCY detection aims at highlighting the most visu-
ally distinctive objects or regions from an image [1]–[5].

Served as a pre-processing step, inferring salient objects
plays an essential role in lots of computer vision appli-
cations, such as weakly supervised object detection [6],
object recognition [7], image and video compression [8],
[9], texture smoothing [10], and visual tracking [11], [12].
Saliency detection requires both an understanding of the whole
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image and an accurate identification of the details of salient
regions. Hence, saliency detection is a challenging research
problem [13]–[16].

Early works designed hand-crafted features and heuristic
priors [17]–[19] to distinguish salient objects and non-salient
backgrounds from the input image. However, these methods
tend to fail in generating satisfactory results of saliency
detection since their human-designed features lack high-level
semantic information, which is required for inferring salient
objects. To alleviate this problem, fully convolutional neural
network (FCN) based methods have achieved remarkable
saliency detection results by learning convolutional features
at deep convolutional layers [20], [21] or integrating feature
maps at multiple layers [22]–[24] of a convolutional neural
network (CNN).

Recent CNN-based works detected salient objects by learn-
ing global contextual features [25], [26] for enlarging the
convolutional receptive fields, or adding extra boundary infor-
mation [27]–[30]. Although improving the saliency detec-
tion performance, these works fail in generating high-quality
saliency detection results on complex scenes, since the global
contextual features in these methods are directly learned from
the whole input image, which loses the spatial relations and
causes ambiguity for saliency detection. The global context
information along with local contexts together has demon-
strated to be more accurate and reliable by forming a more
powerful feature representation in many works, including
the classical bag-of-words based image classification [31],
the spatial pyramid pooling for visual recognition [32], and the
pyramid pooling module for semantic segmentation [33]. The
success of these works is the starting point of our network for
salient object detection.

In this paper, we propose a novel deep sub-region network
(denoted as DSR-Net) to produce more accurate predictions
for saliency detection by integrating saliency context features
from sub-regions. Intuitively, image sub-regions have less non-
salient details than the whole input image, and thus reduce
the interference from non-salient objects, making the saliency
prediction more accurate, especially for tiny salient objects
(see Fig. 1). To do so, the DSR-Net develops a sub-region
dilated block (SRDB) to refine the deep layers of a convo-
lutional neural network (CNN) by learning saliency context
information from multiple sub-regions with different receptive
fields, and then combining the refined features from multiple
deep CNN layers to generate the final prediction of our net-
work. Experiments on the five widely-used benchmark datasets

1051-8215 © 2020 IEEE. Personal use is permitted, but republication/redistribution requires IEEE permission.
See https://www.ieee.org/publications/rights/index.html for more information.

Authorized licensed use limited to: Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. Downloaded on March 16,2022 at 13:56:44 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2096-454X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3871-663X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0965-3617
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1105-8083


WANG et al.: DSR-NET FOR SALIENT OBJECT DETECTION 729

Fig. 1. Sub-region observation. The 1st and 2nd rows show the separation
of the input image into four sub-regions (2×2), while the last two rows show
the separation scheme to nine sub-regions (3 × 3). Apparently, the salient
objects are more conspicuous in the sub-region due to alleviating non-salient
interference.

demonstrate that our network boosts the saliency detection
performance on all the five benchmarks, when compared to
recent state-of-the-art methods.

Overall, our main contributions are summarized as follows.
• First, we design the sub-region dilated block (SRDB) to

fuse the global contexts from the whole feature map and
local contexts from local sub-regions together for learning
more powerful features for salient object detection.

• Second, we develop a deep sub-region network equipped
with sequences of SRDBs to progressively refine features
at different CNN layers by learning context features from
multiple sub-regions with different receptive fields. Such
a sub-region based scheme is capable to learn more
powerful discriminative features and has the potential to
be adapted for other vision applications such as shadow
detection, object detection, and semantic segmentation.

• Third, we evaluate the effectiveness of our method on
five common benchmark datasets by comparing it against
26 state-of-the-art saliency detectors. Overall, our method
consistently has the best performance of detecting salient
objects on all the five benchmark datasets.

II. RELATED WORK

In this section, we aim to review methods for salient object
detection. Early attempts detected salient objects by exploiting
human-designed visual attributes (e.g, contrast [18], [34],
color [35], [36], texture [37], [38]) and some other low-level
visual cues [39]. Unfortunately, these methods often fail to
achieve convincing predictions since their hand-crafted priors
from human observations do not always hold in diverse real-
world photos.

Motivated by the remarkable results of CNN in diverse
vision tasks, many methods [21], [40]–[43] have been pro-
posed by designing different convolutional neural networks
(CNNs) to detect salient objects in the past five years. It has
also become apparent that accounting for the advanced seman-
tic context brings more accurate detection of salient objects.
Zhao et al. [21] utilized a multi-context deep learning frame-
work to detect salient objects by taking both global and local
context into account. Li et al. [40] proposed a multi-task CNN
framework to train two tasks (saliency detection and object
segmentation) for further boosting the feature representations
for salient objects. Zhang et al. [43] combined the R-dropout
technique with common convolutional operations to learn deep
uncertain features for saliency detection. However, since these
methods only leveraged the features from deep CNN layers to
generate the final prediction, their results are rough and have
a missing/ambiguous boundary.

In order to alleviate this issue, several works [22],
[23], [44] integrated deep and shallow layer features to gener-
ate a more refined prediction maps by leveraging the comple-
ment information among different CNN layers. Li and Yu [45]
utilized semantic properties of salient objects and visual
contrasts among multi-scale feature maps for salient object
detection. Hou et al. [22] utilized the short connections for
aggregating multi-level features. Wang et al. [46] conducted
the fixation prediction from a global/high-level view, built
another CNN for salient object detection from lower layers,
and combined them together for a better prediction of salient
objects. Later, Deng et al. [24] and Chen et al. [47] both
took advantage of efficient residual learning to progressively
refine the saliency map predictions by integrating features
at shallow and deep layers recurrently. In [26], an attention
guided mechanism was designed to selectively integrate multi-
level contextual information gradually. Starting from the same
point, Zhang et al. [48] similarly developed a bi-directional
message passing model to control the information flow during
the multi-level features integration.

Very recently, many CNNs focused on extracting global
context information [25], [49] to enlarge the convolutional
receptive fields, or adding extra information (e.g., the image
caption [50], and salient object boundaries [28]–[30], [50]
for salient object detection. Wang et al. [49] proposed a
recurrent module that integrates global contextual knowledge
as time evolves, to locate salient objects more accurately.
Liu et al. [25] generated the global/local attention contextual
maps for each pixels in the feature maps, in order to selectively
aggregating the global/local contextual information. On the
other hand, Wu et al. [29] presented a saliency detection
network by imposing the multi-task intertwined supervision
from not only saliency detection, but also foreground contour
detection and edge detection. Furthermore, Feng et al. [30]
designed a boundary-aware network, which consists of a
global perception module and a set of attentive feedback
modules for saliency prediction, as well as a boundary-
enhanced loss to assist the saliency detection on the object
boundaries. Qin et al. [28] proposed a predict-refine net-
work with a boundary-aware module and a hybrid fusing
loss for salient object detection. Zhang et al. [50] formulate
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Fig. 2. The schematic illustration of the deep sub-region network equipped with SRDBs (see Figure 3 for the meaning of K ). We empirically apply three
SRDBs in our network by balancing the time performance and the saliency detection accuracy.

a network by leveraging image captions to further extract the
semantic information to recognize salient objects. Although
the detection quality still keeps improving on the benchmarks
[20], [37], [38], [51]–[53], there exists a heavy loss of
local spatial semantic information. However, existing saliency
detection networks took the whole image as a consideration
and determined the salient objects mainly relying on global
semantic features, and thus failed to generate high-quality
saliency maps for complex scenes or tiny objects. To further
boost the saliency detection performance, we leverage the
global context features along with local contexts from multiple
sub-regions to learn a more powerful feature representation for
salient object detection.

III. OUR APPROACH

Fig. 2 shows the architecture of the developed deep sub-
region network(DSR-Net), which takes the whole image as
the input and predicts a saliency map as the output in an
end-to-end manner. DSR-Net first utilizes a CNN as the
feature extraction network to generate a set of feature maps
with different spatial resolutions. Then, at each CNN layer,
we design a sub-region dilated block (SRDB) to refine feature
map at previous layer by fusing the global context features
along with local contexts from sub-regions, and then merge
the output feature map with the features at the current layer
for the feature refinement. After that, we upsample the refined
features at different CNN layers to the 1/4 spatial size of
the input image and concatenate them for predicting the
saliency map, which is taken as the final output of our
network.

The key idea of our DSR-Net is to design different SRBDs
for learning more efficient semantic representations of salient
objects by fusing the global context information from the
whole feature map and local contexts from multiple sub-
regions. The SRDB first separates the whole feature map into
different sub-regions, and then designs a parallel atrous spatial
pyramid pooling (ASPP) block to extract local context features
from each sub-region, which are then merged with the input
features to generate the output feature map.

In the following subsections, we will elaborate on the
details of the sub-region dilated block (SRDB) in Section III-A
and the parallel ASPP block in Section III-B. Section III-C
summarizes the training and testing strategies of our network.

A. Sub-Region Dilated Block
Saliency detection is to seek the most conspicuous

objects or regions in an input image. Due to complicated
background scenarios in the input images, many non-salient
background regions weaken visual representations of salient
objects (especially for tiny targets (see Fig. 1)), and thus
largely affect the image understanding for inferring saliency
detection. Based on the observation that salient objects in sub-
regions becomes more conspicuous, we develop a sub-region
based convolutional neural network to boost the saliency
detection, since there are less interference from non-salient
backgrounds when using sub-region information for saliency
detection. Our network has sub-region dilated blocks (SRDBs;
see Fig. 3a) to refine feature maps at different CNN layers, and
the SRDB divides the whole feature map into multiple sub-
regions and then aggregates the context semantic information
from each sub-region.

Fig. 3a shows the schematic illustration of our sub-region
dilated block with a k × k region separations. Specifically,
given a 3D feature map M (size: h ×w × c) from a particular
CNN layer, the sub-region block first separates M into k × k
sub-regions, where the size of features at each sub-region is
(h/k) × (w/k) × c. Then we design a parallel ASPP block
(see Section III-B for details) at each sub-region to learn more
obvious semantic features inside the sub-region, resulting in k2

(k2 = 4) feature maps (denoted as F1, F2, F3, . . . , and Fk2 ,
respectively). Note that ASPP blocks do not share weights
in any sub-region in order to make them independent After
that, we employ two successive 3 × 3 convolutional layers
on M , and then a 1 × 1 convolutional layer to generate an
attention map W , which has k2 channels. Each channel of W
are denoted as W 1, W 2, . . . , and Wk2 . Note that we adopt the
ReLU activation function in the two 3×3 convolutional layers,
and the Sigmoid activation function in the 1×1 convolutional
layer.

Then, we multiply W1 and F1, W 2 and F2, . . . , Wk2 and
Fk2 in an element-wise manner, and compose these multipli-
cation resultant features to form a new feature map ( J ), which
is then concatenated with the input feature map M. Finally,
we use a 3 × 3 convolutional layer on the resultant feature
map to generate the output (denoted as M̂) of our SRDB; see
Fig. 3(a). Mathematically, M̂ is computed as

M̂ = �(ω ∗ Cat (M, J) + b) (1)
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Fig. 3. The schematic illustration of the proposed sub-region dilated block (SRDB), which designs parallel ASPP blocks to learn multi-scale features from
each sub-region. Figure 3a shows the basic structure and Fig. 3b illustrates the details of parallel ASPP module. “depth” means the dilated convolution layer.

where Cat is the concatenation operation across the channel
direction; ∗ represents the convolution operation; ω and b are
the weights and bias of the 3 × 3 convolutional layer; and �
is the ReLU activation function in our implementation.

B. Parallel ASPP Block

Note that salient objects exhibit a very large scale change,
which indicates that multi-scale features are required to cover
the large scale range for inferring various salient objects.
Chen et al. [54] proposed an atrous spatial pyramid pooling
(ASPP) module for generating multi-scale features by con-
catenating multiple atrous convolution layers with different
large dilation rates, since the dilated convolution can generate
features with large receptive field but without sacrificing
spatial resolution. More recently, Yang et al. [55] develop
a DenseASPP to densely cover scale range by connecting
atrous convolution layers in a dense manner [56]. Although the
two methods above can capture multi-scale features that cover
a large receptive field, both of them suffer from a“gridding
issue” [57], which means that many positions in large receptive

field windows are not used in the dilated convolutions, losing
many spatial neighborhood information. Fig. 4a show an
example of the gridding issue in the DenseASPP, and we can
observe that many elements in each dilated convolutional layer
are neglected for extracting multi-scale context features.

Note that most of feature positions are involved in the
dilated convolution if the dilated rate is smaller. Inspired
by this, we develop a parallel ASPP block to alleviate this
gridding problem by imposing additional dilated convolutional
layers (with small dilated rates) into each dilated layer (depth)
of the ASPP. Fig. 3b shows the diagram of our parallel ASPP
block. Specifically, we first employ three dilated convolutional
layers, and dilated rates (denoted as r) are d1, d2, and d3. Then,
we add another dilated layer with a half dilated rate into each
depth (dilated convolutional layer), and then densely connect
them to form the output features of our parallel ASPP block.
As shown in Figure 2, we apply our sub-region dilated block
(SRDB) to refine features at the last three convolutional layers
by balancing the time performance and saliency detection
performance. And in each SRDB, we use the parallel ASPP
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Fig. 4. Comparison between DenseASPP and the parallel ASPP. Note that for each element at different dilated layers (depth), we use the while color for
unused elements and other three colors for used elements in learning the multi-scale feature representation. Apparently, our parallel ASPP can cover more
elements than the DenseASPP in each depth (dilated convolutional layer).

block with the same three dilated convolutional rates for each
sub-region of the SRDB. We empirically set the three dilated
rates (d1, d2, and d3) in the last three CNN layers are set as
(2 4 10), (2 4 8), and (2 4 6).

Our parallel ASPP block not only covers dense scale range,
but also uses more neighboring feature positions (or pixels)
for learning multi-scale feature representations for salient
object detection. Fig. 4b visualizes an example of our parallel
ASPP, which demonstrates that more elements (or feature
positions) are utilized for learning multi-scale features when
compared to the DenseASPP. Hence, our parallel ASPP can
learn more powerful multi-scale feature representations than
the DenseASPP, making the saliency map predictions more
accurate (see Section IV-C for detailed comparisons).

C. Training and Testing Strategies
1) Training Parameters: In order to accelerate the training

process and reduce the over-fitting issue, we use the well-
trained DenseNet network on ImageNet [56] to initialize
parameters of feature extraction network (see Fig. 2), while
other layers are randomly initialized from a Gaussian dis-
tribution. We train our network on 2 GPUs (GTX 1080Ti)
with a mini-batch size of 8 and stop the training process
after 40k iterations. The stochastic gradient descent (SGD)
algorithm is employed to optimize the loss function of the
whole network by setting the momentum and the weight
decay as 0.9 and 0.00001, respectively. The initial learning
rate is set as 0.001 and it reduces by a factor of 0.1 at
15k iterations. We use an input size of 384 × 384 for each

image in the training/testing stages, and images in the training
dataset are randomly rotated, resized and horizontally flipped
for data argumentation. Figure 5 shows the details of the
feature extraction network of our method (see Figure 2).

2) Network Testing: In the testing stage, our network
predicts only a saliency map from the last CNN layer (see
Fig. 2) and use this prediction as the final result of our network.
We utilize 8 hours to train our network and the testing time
for a 400×400 image is about 0.067 second on a single GPU.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

In this section, we will introduce the benchmark datasets
and evaluation metrics, and present experiments to verify
our DSR-Net. Our code, the trained models, and the pre-
dicted saliency maps on all five benchmark datasets are at
https://github.com/Ball-Chen/DSR-Net.

A. Datasets and Evaluation Metrics

1) Benchmark Datasets: We used five widely-used saliency
benchmark datasets in our experiments: (i) ECSSD [37] has
1, 000 natural images, which have semantically meaning-
ful but complex structures; (ii) PASCAL-S [51] consists of
850 images with several salient objects. (iii) HKU-IS [20]
has 4, 447 images with multiple salient objects; (iv) DUT-
OMRON [38] has 5, 168 images, and each image has
one or more salient objects (v) DUTS [53] contains a train-
ing set of 10, 553 images and a testing set (denoted as
DUTS-test) of 5, 019 images. Images in this dataset have
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Fig. 5. The architecture details of the feature extraction network of our method. We use the pooling layer at each stage to reduce the size of feature maps.

TABLE I

COMPARISON WITH 26 STATE-OF-THE-ART METHODS IN TERMS OF Fβ , Sm , AND MAE METRICS. THE TOP THREE RESULTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN

Red, Green, AND Blue, RESPECTIVELY. NOTE THAT “−” DENOTES THE METRIC RESULTS ON THE CORRESPONDING BENCHMARK DATASET IS
NOT PUBLICLY AVAILABLE, AND “*” MEANS THAT THE CONDITIONAL RANDOM FIELD (CRF) IS APPLIED AS

THE POST-PROCESSING STEP IN THE SALIENCY DETECTION METHODS

multiple salient objects with different region sizes. Following
recent works [25], [26], [48], [49], we use the training set of
DUTS [53] for training our network.

2) Evaluation Metrics: We adopt several widely-used met-
rics to quantitatively evaluate the performance of different
saliency models, and they are the precision-recall curves

(denoted as PR curves), F-measure (denoted as Fβ ), S-measure
(denoted as Sm ), mean absolute error (denoted as MAE),
weighted F-measure (denoted as wFβ [66]), AUC [67], and
E-measure (denoted as Em [68]). Overall, a better saliency
detector shall have a larger Fβ , a larger Sm , a smaller MAE,
a larger wFβ , and a larger Sm .
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TABLE II

COMPARISON WITH MORE RECENT STATE-OF-THE-ART METHODS IN TERMS OF wFβ AND Em METRICS. THE TOP THREE RESULTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED
IN Red, Green, AND Blue, RESPECTIVELY. NOTE THAT “−” DENOTES THE METRIC RESULTS ON THE CORRESPONDING BENCHMARK

DATASET IS NOT PUBLICLY AVAILABLE, AND “*” MEANS THAT THE CRF IS APPLIED AS THE

POST-PROCESSING STEP IN THE SALIENCY DETECTION METHODS

Given a predicted saliency map (denoted as D), we can
obtain binarized saliency maps with a set of thresholds in [0, 1]
and produce a pair of precision and recall scores by comparing
each binarized map against the ground truth (denoted as G).
The precision scores compute the percentage of salient pixels
being correctly detected while the recall scores show the ratio
between detected salient pixels and salient pixels in the ground
truth. The PR curve describes the model performance by
plotting all the pairs of averaged precision and recall pairs of
all images in the dataset; see Fig. 7 for comparisons among
different saliency detections on the five benchmark datasets.
The AUC (Area Under ROC Curve) score can be computed
from a receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve, which is
estimated according to the true positive rates and false positive
rates obtained during plotting the PR curve; see [67] for AUC
details. F-measure (Fβ ) balances the average precision and
average recall over saliency maps of all images in the dataset:

Fβ = (1 + β2) × Precision × Recall

β2 × Precision + Recall
, (2)

where β2 = 0.3; see [22], [69]. Instead of plotting the
whole F-measure, we follow existing works [22], [24], [25]
to directly use the maximal Fβ for comparisons.

S-measure [70] (Sm) quantitatively compare D against G
by considering its object-aware and region-aware structural
similarities:

Sm = α × So(D,G) + (1 − α) × Sr (D,G) (3)

where So(D,G) and Sr (D,G) denote the object-aware and
region-aware structural similarities, respectively; see [70].
α = 0.5, as suggested in [70].

TABLE III

COMPARISON WITH THE STATE-OF-THE-ARTS ON THE RECENT SOC
DATASET [72]. THE TOP THREE RESULTS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN

Red, Green, AND Blue. “*” MEANS THAT THE CRF IS
USED AS THE POST-PROCESSING

MAE [34] computes the similarity of D and G by directly
averaging the pixel-wise absolute difference between them:

M AE = 1

U × V

U∑
u=1

V∑
v=1

�D(u, v) − G(u, v)�, (4)

where U and V are the width and height of G.
Weighted F-measure [66] (wFβ ) provides a generalized

F-measure by extending the precision and recall scores to real
values with different weights:

wFβ = (1 + γ 2) × Precisionw × Recallw

γ 2 × Precisionw + Recallw
, (5)

where Precisionw and Recallw are the weighted preci-
sion and recall scores and weights assigned at different
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Fig. 6. Visual comparison of saliency map results produced by different methods. (a) Input images (one salient objects) with different complex scenarios;
(b) Ground truths (denoted as ‘GT’); (c)-(h) Saliency maps predicted by our method, PoolNet-R [27], BASNet [28], CPD-R [58], AFNet [30], and
MLMSNet [29]. Apparently, our network produces more accurate saliency maps than other methods. Note that “*” denotes the CRF is used as the
post-processing in the methods.

locations are computed by considering neighborhood infor-
mation. γ 2 = 0.3, as suggested in [66], [71].

E-measure (Em) [68] compares D and G by simultaneously
considering the global means of the image and the local pixel
matching:

Em = 1

U × V

U∑
u=1

V∑
v=1

�(u, v), (6)

where � denotes the enhanced alignment matrix, which rep-
resents the correlation between D and G; please see [68] for
the details of computing �.

B. Comparison With the State-of-the-Arts

We evaluate the effectiveness of our network by compar-
ing it against 26 state-of-the-art salient object detectors; see
the first column in Table I for the list of our competitors.
Among the 26 methods, BSCA [65] and DRFI [18] utilize
hand-crafted features to infer the salient objects, while other
methods formulate different network models to learn the deep
convolutional features for identifying salient objects from the
single input image. To make the comparisons fair, we obtained
the saliency maps of all 26 competitors either from the

authors or by using their implementations with the released
training models and parameters.

1) Quantitative Comparison: Table I summaries the Fβ , Sm

and MAE results of our method and 26 competitors in all the
five benchmark datasets, while Table II compares wFβ , AUC ,
and Em results of different methods. Apparently, our DSR-Net
consistently outperforms other saliency detectors on almost all
the five benchmark datasets. Furthermore, our method with
CRF has more accurate results than all compared saliency
detectors on the three largest datasets (“HKU-IS”, “DUT-
OMRON” and “DUTS-test”), which contain more complex
and multiple salient objects. It demonstrates that our method
can better handle challenging cases of saliency detection;
please refer to Figure 6 and Figure 8 for visual comparisons
of different predicted saliency maps.

2) Visual Comparison: We also visualize the saliency maps
produced by our network and state-of-the-art methods; see
Figures 6 and 8 for examples. As shown in these two
figures, other methods (d)-(h) tend to include non-salient
backgrounds or lose salient details in their predicted saliency
maps, while our DSR-Net predicts more accurate saliency
maps (c), which are more consistent with the ground truths (b).
Furthermore, for those challenging cases with small salient
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Fig. 7. Visual comparison of the precision-recall (PR) curves on the five widely-used saliency detection datasets: (a) ECSSD; (b) PASCAL-S; (c) HKU-IS;
(d) DUT-OMRON; and (e) DUTS-test.

TABLE IV

COMPONENT ANALYSIS IN TERMS OF Fβ , Sm , AND MAE METRICS. NOTE THAT “SR” DENOTES “SUB-REGION,” AND “PB”
DENOTES THE USE OF PARALLEL ASPP BLOCK. “*” MEANS THAT THE CRF IS USED AS THE POST-PROCESSING

objects (1st∼3rd rows in Figure 8), and multiple salient objects
(4-th∼10-th rows in Figure 8), our network also produces bet-
ter saliency detection results over our competitors. It indicates
that learning sub-region features in our network can highly
suppress the saliency inference corruptions from non-salient
objects, which are coupled with salient ones in other methods
for detecting salient objects. Please refer to the supplementary
material for more visual comparisons.

3) PR Curves: Apart from the five quantitative metrics
(Fβ , Sm , MAE, wFβ , and Em), Fig. 7 compares the PR
curves of different saliency detectors on the five common
saliency detection benchmark datasets to further evaluate the
effectiveness of the developed network. By observing PR
curves of different networks, our method (red ones) has a
better PR curve performance than all competitors. Moreover,
as the recall score goes to 1, our method has larger precision
value than other competitors, which demonstrates that our
method achieves lower false positives.

4) SOC Dataset: Recently, Fan et al. [72] released a more
challenging SOC dataset about saliency detection. Follow-
ing [71], we test the trained network on 2, 400 images of
the SOC. Table III reports the four quantitative metrics of

our network and other saliency detectors on the SOC dataset.
Apparently, our method has a superior metric performance
over compared saliency detectors, demonstrating that our
method more accurately identifies saliency objects of the SOC
dataset.

C. Ablation Study

We conducted an ablation study experiment to verify the
effectiveness of two major components of our network by
considering four baseline networks. The first baseline (denoted
as “Basic”) is to remove the sub-region module and the parallel
ASPP module from our network. The second one (denoted
as “Ours-w/o-PB”) is constructed by removing the parallel
ASPP module from the whole network while the third one
(denoted as “Ours-w/o-SR”) is built by eliminating the sub-
region module from our method. The last baseline (denoted as
“Ours-denseASPP”) is to replace our parallel ASPP module
with the original dense ASPP module to verify the parallel
ASPP module.

We test the four baselines and our method on all the five
benchmark datasets, and Table IV and Table V report the
quantitative comparisons in terms of five metrics including
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Fig. 8. More visual comparison results on input photos, which have small or multiple salient objects.

TABLE V

COMPONENT ANALYSIS IN TERMS OF wFβ , AUC , AND Em METRICS. NOTE THAT “SR” DENOTES “SUB-REGION,” AND “PB”
DENOTES THE USE OF PARALLEL ASPP BLOCK. “*” MEANS THAT THE CRF IS USED AS THE POST-PROCESSING

Fβ , Sm , MAE, wFβ , AUC , and Em . Obviously, our method
has a better performance than “Ours-w/o-PB” and “Ours-
w/o-SR”, demonstrating that both our sub-region module and

the parallel ASPP module contribute the superior saliency
detection results of our network. Furthermore, our method
predicts more accurate saliency maps than “Ours-denseASPP”,
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Fig. 9. Visual comparisons on saliency detection results produced by different networks in the ablation study experiment.

TABLE VI

ANALYSIS ON THE NUMBER OF THE SRDB IN TERMS OF Fβ , AND MAE METRICS. “*” MEANS THAT THE CRF IS USED AS THE POST-PROCESSING

TABLE VII

ANALYSIS ON THE NUMBER OF DILATED LAYERS OF THE PARALLEL ASPP MODULE IN TERMS OF Fβ , AND MAE METRICS

TABLE VIII

COMPUTATIONAL COST ANALYSIS OF THE ABLATION STUDY

which shows that our parallel ASPP module learns a more
powerful feature representations than the original Dense ASPP
for salient object detection.

In addition, Figure 9 visualizes the saliency maps predicted
by our method and the four baseline networks. As shown in
this figure, the four baselines tend to include many non-salient
objects or miss salient object boundaries when inferring salient
objects. On contrast, our method can predict more accurate
saliency maps, which are most consistent with the ground truth
(see Figure 9(b)).

D. Parameter Discussion

1) Computational Cost: Table VIII presents an analysis on
the computational cost of all the experimental setting of the
ablation study. Apparently, the model size is increased when

TABLE IX

COMPARISON WITH THE STATE-OF-THE-ARTS ON THE

MSD MIRROR DETECTION DATASET

adding the subregions and the parallel ASPP modules into
our network. However, as shown in Tables IV and V, the SRDB
and the parallel ASPP modules enhance the saliency detection
performance in the five benchmark datasets.

2) The Number of SRDB: We first construct two networks
by setting the number of SRDB blocks in our network as 2
and 4, which are denoted as “ours-2srdb” and “ours-4srdb”.
Table VI reports the quantitative results on the five benchmark
datasets. Apparently, the training time of our method is larger
than “ours-4srdb”, and our training time is smaller than “ours-
2srdb”. Meanwhile, our method outperforms “ours-2srdb” and
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Fig. 10. Three failure cases of our method.

“ours-4srdb” in Fβ and M AE , demonstrating that our method
can better detect salient objects. Hence, we empirically set the
number of SRDB as 3 in our DSR-Net.

3) The Number of Dilated Layers in Parallel ASPP: Another
two networks are constructed by setting the number of dilated
layers of the parallel ASPP as 2 (denoted as “ours-2dl”) and
4 (denoted as “ours-4dl”). As shown in Table VII, our method
also has a superior Fβ and MAE performance than “ours-
2dl” and “ours-4dl” on the five benchmark datasets, which
demonstrates that more saliency detection accuracy is achieved
when setting the dilated layer number as 3. As a result,
we empirically use three dilated layers in all the parallel ASPP
modules of our method.

E. More Discussions

1) Failure Cases: Although obtaining superior saliency
detection performance on the five benchmarks, our method
also has the failure cases, for which we found to be challeng-
ing also for the state-of-the-art salient object detectors. For
instance, our method may fail for (i) multiple salient objects in
very different scales (see Figure 10 (top)), where the network
may lose several objects; (ii) salient objects with complex
salient object boundaries (see Figure 10 (middle)), where there
are insufficient context to fully detect those boundaries; and
(iii) salient objects with many non-salient inner holes (see
Figure 10 (bottom)), where our method may regard those
inner holes as salient objects. Addressing those failure cases
is regarded as a future direction of our work.

2) Application: Our network also has its applications. Here,
we take the mirror detection as an example. Note that Mirror-
Net [73] has released a MSD dataset of the mirror detection.
Following MirrorNet, we retrain our network on the MSD
training set and test the trained model on the MSD testing set
for comparisons. Table IX shows the metric values (in terms
of Fβ and Acc) of our network and other methods (including
three saliency detectors and the MirrorNet). As can be seen,

our method has a superior metric performance over other
saliency detectors for the mirror detection application, but has
not better metric results than MirrorNet, which is dedicated for
the mirror detection by considering the mirror characteristics.

V. CONCLUSION

This paper presents a novel deep neural network for boost-
ing the saliency detection from an input image. Our key idea
is to separate the whole image into several sub-regions to
eliminate the interference from many non-salient regions of
the input image, design a parallel ASPP module to enlarge the
receptive field for predicting the saliency maps in each sub-
region, and then aggregate the saliency predictions from all
the sub-regions for generating final saliency predictions of our
network. Experiments on five widely-used saliency detection
benchmark datasets demonstrate that our method consistently
outperforms recent state-of-the-art saliency detectors on all the
benchmark datasets.
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